
Wow! Stories from Real Life ©2008 Alta Book Center Publishers, San Francisco, California 
Permission granted to print for one teacher’s classroom use only. www.altaesl.com/wow

	 Regular Past Verbs (in order of their appearance in book)

live	 lived1.	
work	 worked2.	
cry	 cried3.	
attack	 attacked4.	
save	 saved5.	
miss	 missed6.	
talk	 talked7.	
look	 looked8.	
smile	 smiled9.	
smoke	 smoked10.	
study	 studied11.	
ask	 asked12.	
open	 opened13.	
laugh	 laughed14.	
hug	 hugged15.	
fill in	 filled in16.	
translate	 translated17.	
want	 wanted18.	
help	 helped19.	
like	 liked20.	
pay	 paid21.	
wash	 washed22.	
return	 returned23.	
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	 Regular Past Verbs (in alphabetical order)

ask	 asked1.	
attack	 attacked2.	
cry 	 cried3.	
fill in	 filled in4.	
help 	 helped5.	
hug	 hugged6.	
laugh	 laughed7.	
like	 liked8.	
live	 lived9.	
look	 looked10.	
miss	 missed11.	
open	 opened12.	
pay	 paid13.	
return	 returned14.	
save	 saved15.	
smile	 smiled16.	
smoke	 smoked17.	
study	 studied18.	
talk	 talked19.	
translate	 translated20.	
want	 wanted21.	
wash	 washed22.	
work	 worked23.	
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Regular Past Verbs (grouped by pronunciation of ending)  

Pronunciation tips:
People naturally tend to pronounce the voiced /d/ or the unvoiced /t/ correctly; they just need to be reminded 
that for nearly all verbs, –ed is not pronounced as an extra syllable. 

For the few verbs that end with the sound /t/ or /d/, the past ending is pronounced as a separate syllable, /Id/.

/d/
cry 	 cried
hug	 hugged
live	 lived 
open	 opened
fill in	 filled in
pay		 paid
return	 returned
save	 saved
smile	 smiled
study	 studied

/t/
ask		 asked
attack	 attacked
help 	 helped
laugh	 laughed
like	 liked
look	 looked
miss	 missed
smoke	 smoked
talk	 talked
wash	 washed
work	 worked

/Id/
want	 wanted
translate 	 translated
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Irregular Past Verbs (in order of their appearance in the book)

tear down	 tore down1.	
build	 built2.	
be		 was3.	
say	 said4.	
lose	 lost5.	
read	 read6.	
give	 gave7.	
find	 found8.	
go		 went9.	
shoot	 shot10.	
have	 had11.	
think	 thought12.	
take 	 took13.	
drink	 drank14.	
do		 did15.	
meet	 met16.	
put	 put17.	
ride	 rode18.	
come	 came19.	
sit		 sat20.	
speak	 spoke21.	
make	 made22.	
cut		 cut23.	
sleep	 slept24.	
eat		 ate25.	
know	 knew26.	
write	 wrote27.	
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Irregular Past Verbs (in alphabetical order)

be		 was1.	
be		 were2.	
build	 built3.	
come 	 came4.	
cut		 cut5.	
do		 did6.	
drink	 drank7.	
eat		 ate8.	
find	 found9.	
give	 gave10.	
go 	 went11.	
have	 had12.	
know	 knew13.	
lose	 lost14.	
make	 made15.	
meet	 met16.	
put 	 put17.	
read	 read18.	
ride	 rode19.	
say	 said20.	
shoot	 shot21.	
sit		 sat22.	
sleep	 slept23.	
speak	 spoke24.	
take 	 took25.	
tear down	 tore down26.	
think	 thought27.	
write	 wrote28.	

 


