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Participant Worksheets for a Presentation on 

The ELT Grammar Book: A Teacher-Friendly Reference Guide 

Richard Firsten with Patricia Killian 

Alta Book Center Publishers, Burlingame, California USA 
 
 
1. I just bought my kid a rubber beach red big ball. 
 
 Correction(s): ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Reason(s): _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
2. Only in recent times we have witnessed such a phenomenon. 
 
 Correction: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Reason: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
3. We say /rekt/ (raked), we say /fekt/ (faked), and we say /bekt/ (baked). So shouldn't we say /nekt/ (naked)?  
 
 Correction: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Reason: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
4. I've just finished reading a fascinating account of Lewis' and Clark's expedition. 
 
 Correction: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Reason: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
5. He drank a Coke six-pack all by himself! 
 
 Correction: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Reason: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
6. The room is measured 9' x 12'.  
 
 Correction: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Reason: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. I saw my neighbor falling down on the icy sidewalk. 

 Correction: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Reason: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
8. I'm having much trouble balancing my checkbook. 

 Correction: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Reason: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 Interpret the meaning of the modal auxiliaries in Items 9–13. 

9. She can be extremely witty at times. 
 
 Interpretation: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
10. People will be furious should the government raise taxes.       
 
 Interpretations: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
 
11. A:  Don't forget to pay those bills.      
       B:  I won't.     Interpretation: ____________________________________________________ 

 A:  Please tell us who broke the cookie jar. 
       B:  I won't.     Interpretation: ____________________________________________________ 
   
 
 
12. Boys will be boys.  
 
 Interpretation: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
13. What must it feel like to win the lottery? 
 
 Interpretation: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
14. Interpret the meaning of the verb form in these two sentences. Is it the same? Is it different? 

 (a) He's stubborn. (b) He's being stubborn. 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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15. What might you assume about the following? Check off one box on each line. 

 Grandpa traveled to Europe many times on business.  �  He's alive. �  He's deceased. 

 Grandpa has traveled to Europe many times on business. �  He's alive. �  He's deceased. 
 
Explain your choices:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
16. Identify the part of speech (noun, adjective, verb) for each of these words. (The CAPITALIZED part = where the stress lies.)  

a. CONtrast  __________ b. conTRAST __________ c.  disCARD __________  d. DIScard __________  

e. upSET __________ f. UPset  __________ g. CONflict __________  h. conFLICT __________ 

i. reLAPSE __________ j. RElapse  __________ 

 
 
17. Without putting special meaning on any element of these sentences, place the primary stress mark or marks in each sentence. 
 
  1.  She likes him.     2.  She likes him, but he doesn't like her. 

  3.  We've got one smart cat and one dumb cat. 4.  You've got one smart cat! 

     5. A sign over the urinals in a men's restroom: 

             "We aim to please. You aim too, please." 
 
 
 
 How do you interpret the following sentences based on the words that are stressed?  

 (The CAPITALIZED part = where the stress lies.) 

 
18. I saw the BAND stand. ______________________________________________________________________ 

19. I saw the BAND STAND. ______________________________________________________________________ 

20. Have you ever seen a BAby shower? ______________________________________________________________________  

21. Have you ever seen a BAby SHOWer? ______________________________________________________________________ 

22. I like to do LIGHT HOUSE keeping. ______________________________________________________________________ 

23. I like to do LIGHT house keeping. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Without regard for writing mechanics (spacing and punctuation), what are two totally different ways of interpreting the following 
  by changes in stress and intonation? 
 
24. what’sthatintheroadahead ______________________________________________________________________ 

 what’sthatintheroadahead ______________________________________________________________________ 


